By MEL WILLIAMS

CONNECTION w country is of
vital importance to the Noongar
people, who consider themselves to
be the custodians of the lands, warers
and skies of Noongar Boodja,

This encompasses the entire South
West region of Western Australia,

As One Nviting is a Noongar
group that has formed w help its
people develop a deeper connection
to this country and keep itz youth
away from the justice system.

Its vision is to have more young
people taking pride in canog for the
land and irs culrure.

The As One Nyirting group was
formed 10 years ago by Rob and Zoe
Davis under the cultural authonty
and puidance of Rolb’s father and
Elder, Trevor Davis.

It now invalves their whole family,
who are passionate about the environ-
ment and wanr to make a difference
in their community.

Mr Davis said, as custodians of the
lands, waters and skies of Noongar
Boodja, the NMoongar people had a
responsibility to care for country.

“Country is our ancestor, our kin
and when country is healthy, we are
all healthy,” Mr Davis saicl,

“Together we need o build a
greener, safer environment for all
bving creatures.”

As One Nyirting provides oppor-
wnitics for Aborginal children
connect to ancient Nnnrwr culture
through practical educational culraral
prllgr:ms.

These programs are also des'[sneul
1o sirengthen their sense of pride,
respect, self-determination, resilience,

leadership, honour and self-esreem,

O Rob ond Zoe Davis are the
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Mr Dayis said First Narions people
have been living and  practicing
ancient ways for abour 3000 genera.
rions and it was hugely imporrant to
connect Arst naton children to the
land through cultural customs, proto-
cols and knowledge,

He said reaching them t care for
country involved showing respect for
the whole ecosy and li
NAmre,

“This includes bringing back lost
specics, restoning watcrways, under-
standing the rich soils and building
natural spaces for fauna to thrive,”
Mr Davis said.

Stemming from its environmental
work with studenis, As One Nyitting
has now branched out into the pro-
duetion of Australian bush weas.

Trading as Djilz Bush Tea, Mr
Davis said the idea was o llll.ﬂ"
the unique tastes of Noongar and
Nimanburu  country to carcfully
crafted bush tea blends, safeguarded

through  DrecamTime Bush  Tea
Alliance.

“What sets us apart is our com-
mitment to sustainably sowrcing and
preserving the traditional methods of
preparing bush tea, which is known as
Dijilz," he said.

"Chur tea is harvested and blended
to honour the traditions of the lands
around Perth and Broome,”

The Noongar and Nimanburu tea
leaves are wsed and blends include
signature, madjar, wildberry, wild fruit,
wildflower honey, lemon myrele, jilun-
gin and Kakadu plum.

As One Nyiwing recenty received
a State government Value Add
Invesmment Grant o expand its range
of bush teas.

& =l

— s

These grants are abour investng
in che future of WA’ agrifood and
beverage sectors and there were eighe
recipienrs to share a funding pool of
437400,

Mr Davis said the grant would
help to grow the Djilz business, with
its revenue Howing back o As One
Nyittng for the imponant work it
was doing with Abonginal youth and
culrural empowerment.

“Every one of our teas supports
our communiry,” he said.

“And we use sacred recipes, giving
many of our blends healing powers.”

Mr Davis said the teas all had
Noongar ingredicats and  flavours
associated with country.

He said from tree to tea, As One
Nyitting controlled the process of tea
production.

The Noongar people collect the
leaves for the tea on country and, to
date, these have been processed (o 1ea
by hand using traditions of the elders.

‘The organisation is in the process
of securing a mechanised processing
plant.

‘The Noongar Tea Leaves are
collected from As One Nyitting's
Gidgegannup  property, which is
170 heetares of prisane bush on the
Darling Searp.

Some of this arca 1s land thar has
been  regencrated and  preserved
through As Cne Nyitung cultural and
education programs.

“Ir is a real biodiversity hulspur
and we get all the ingredicnts we need
from this area of bush,” Mr Davis
said.

‘We are very focused on preserving
this important country and making
sure we are healing the country as it

processed by MNox

Tea time at the right time for WA youth

heals us.”

In ling with this healing philoso-
phy, As One Nyimng is working
with ChemCentre WA to analvse the

health, safety and medicinal qualitics
of its teas to benefit consumers,
“Chur tea blends have been around

for a long time and the ingredients are
well-trusted,” Mr Davis said.

“We bave a wee-to-tea model,
where we do all the preparation and
Pl'lmﬁl

“Cur goal is 1w propagate ingredi-
ents for bush tea, prepare and pre-
serve country and heal the areas of the
bush that have been over-used.

Dijilz Bush Ten can be found online,
www.djilzcom

Mr Davis said there had recently
been a major rebranding of Dijilz
Bush Tea, with new packaging and a
re-desigmed label.

This was showcased at the 2025
Department of Primany Industries

and Regional  Development/Buy
West Ear Besr Meet the Buyer wade
show initative.

Mr Davis said the As One Nyirring
group strived o maintain the auth-
caricity of Djilz Bush Tea and prorect
it from “Il‘.il]g (:n]'lit:tl.

He said, to this end, it has intellec-
rual property righrs over the product.

Mr Davis said Djilz Bush Tecawasa
unique niche product that was finding
markers across Auseralia, backed by
the message that it was a safe and
healthy product with traditional medi-
cinal and health benefits.
0O More information:
asonenyitting.com
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